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Purpose

The purpose of the Original Works Granting Category is to encourage the development of entirely original work, by artists from the region.  Such works could include original literary or dramatic scripts, musical compositions, choreographies, visual arts creations, and interdisciplinary works.  The original work must be earmarked for a public showcasing, via publication, performance, or exhibition, in conjunction with a non-profit arts organization.  There are two distinct sub-categories within the Original Works category: Emerging Artists and Established Artists.  

A. Emerging Artist – The purpose is to provide financial support to developing artists committed to advancing their work and careers.  Developing artists in the formative stages of career development are eligible.  This program provides artists with small but critical grants for specific projects that contribute directly to their growth and development as professionals.  Applications are encouraged from artists in all disciplines.

Restrictions: 

1) Applicants must be 18 years of age and permanent residents of the SEMAC’s eleven county region.

2) The $2,000 grant must support a specific career-development project as opposed to unrestricted support.

3) Projects must be completed within twelve (12) months of the starting date and each artist is limited to one grant per two-year period.

4) Grant money may not be used for payment of supplies or expenses incurred before the start date or after the termination of the project.

5) You are not eligible if you have received any of these distinctions relative to your primary artistic discipline:


· Had a solo exhibition in a major metropolitan area (i.e., Twin Cities, Chicago, etc.).

· Received a grant directly from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Minnesota State Arts Board, or a Foundation.

· Published a book.

· Had music compositions funded by a foundation or commissioned by a group.

6) Projects are not eligible if they request grant money for:

· Fulfillment of degree or course requirements for students.

· Publishing initiated solely by the applicant (i.e., vanity press).

· Strictly commercial activities or projects intended for retail or mass-market distribution (i.e., limited edition prints, note cards, audio and videocassettes, etc.)

Eligible Projects:

Examples of projects that are likely to be funded in the Original Works, emerging artist subcategory are described in the following list.  The list is not meant to be limiting or all-inclusive.

1. Production and Presentation – costs involved in visual art show preparations, portfolio production, producing a demonstration tape for a composer or musician, a video cassette for a choreographer, editorial assistance for a writer, etc.

2. Workshop, training, research or mentorship – registration fees, travel, and other costs involved in advanced training or apprenticeship with a professional artist.

3. Supplies and Equipment - purchase of supplies, materials or equipment necessary for the completion or production of new work. 

B. Established Artist – The purpose is to provide financial support to artists to enable them to further their work.  It is intended to recognize, reward, and encourage outstanding individual artists in the region.  Artists from all disciplines are welcomed to apply.   This may include a broad range of study or activities including exploration of new directions, continuation of work already in progress, or a contribution to community.  An artist may choose to take time for solitary work or to pursue other activity that contributes to their life as an artist.

Restrictions: 

1. Applicants must be at least 25 years of age at the time of application and permanent residents of the SEMAC’s eleven county region.

2. May apply every three years.

3. You are not eligible if you have received a fellowship grant directly from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Minnesota State Arts Board, or a major Foundation (i.e., Bush , Jerome, McKnight, etc.).

4. You are not eligible if you are a student enrolled full or part-time in a degree granting program during the period of application or completion of the project.

5. You may not be a recipient of the SEMAC Original Works grant for emerging artists at the same time.

Criteria:

• Possess strong vision, creative energy, and perseverance

• A professional artist, someone working independently, who can demonstrate that the creation of art is their primary endeavor.  

• Ability to exhibit and document prominent artistic achievement.

Who May Apply

Individual artists may apply for Original Works Grants. 

Grant Amount
Original Works grants of no less than $200 and no more than $2,000 will be considered for funding in the Emerging artist category.  Grants no less than $200 and  no more than $3,000 will be considered for funding in the Established artist category. 

Restrictions
There are certain restrictions on the funds that SEMAC administers.  SEMAC cannot consider an application for a grant if any of the following conditions exist:


1.
The artist does not reside within the eleven-county region of southeastern Minnesota.


2.
The project is not part of a public showcasing.


3.
The project requests funds for adaptations or translations of original works.


4.
The artist and/or organization have not been residents of southeastern Minnesota for at least one full calendar year, prior to February 1.


5.
The request is for funding artists lives and/or lifestyles.


6.
The project is related to class course or degree requirements.


7.
The funds are requested for copyright or other legal fees.


8.
Artists are required to pay entry or exhibition fees in order to exhibit and/or perform in the project.


9.
Funds are requested for capital improvement or construction, purchase of real property, or endowment funds.


10.
Funds are requested for a project begun prior to the project starting date specified by the Council in grant application instructions.

11. The applicant organization or artist has final reports overdue or not approved by Council staff, from past grants, given by the Council.


12.
Funds are requested for a project that promotes religious backgrounds, faiths, or beliefs and is designed essentially for the religious socialization of the participant’s audience.

12. Funds are requested for projects that serve as benefits or fundraisers.

13.  Funding is requested for historic preservation projects. 

14. The fine arts are not the primary emphasis of the project.

15.  The project will not be completed within 12 months of the application deadline date.

Review Criteria

The Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council uses the following review standards for all applications.

1) Artistic quality and merit of the project to the arts.  Considerations used to address this criterion may include the following:

1. The overall excellence of the artwork, and demonstration of exceptional talent.
· How well do the resources (qualifications of artistic personnel, facilities, activities, etc.) meet the project goals?

· How does the project contribute to the artistic development of the respective art form?

· How does the project increase the variety of arts opportunities in the community or attempt new approaches to existing art forms?

2) Need for the project.   Demonstrated need by the artist, arts organization, arts resources, or the public.  Considerations used to address this criterion may include the following:

· The artist’s need to do the art.

· The projects contribution to the artist’s professional growth.

· The communities need to partake of the art form.

· The method used to determine that the project is needed.

3) Ability of the applicant to accomplish the project.  Considerations used to address this criterion may include the following:

· Evidence of serious professional commitment.

· The planning process used to develop the project.

· Feasibility of the budget.

· Marketing and publicity efforts for the capstone event

· Evidence of the partnering organization’s fiscal responsibility.

· Previous successful efforts.

Applicants may call the SEMAC office for details of grant review procedures and schedules.

Projects Earliest Start Up Date: Any public aspect of the project cannot take place for at least 60 days after the application deadline.

Grant Contracts and Reporting

Individuals receiving funding will be required to sign a contract stipulating the terms of the grant award. Specific instructions for completing the contract form will be provided along with notification of funding.  When the project is completed, the artist is required to file a final report with SEMAC.

Application Assistance

You may submit a typewritten draft of the application to the SEMAC staff a month before the deadline.  Staff assistance, however, does not guarantee funding.  To obtain assistance contact the SEMAC office.

The Application Form

Complete the application form using clean, legible black typewriting.  Do not write any answers by hand. Application forms may be downloaded from the SEMAC web site (www.semac.org), or acquired from the office.  Submit one original and one copy of the completed application form and 12 copies of any support materials. Each copy of the application along with supplementary materials should be stapled or clipped together in the upper left-hand corner.  No binders, cover sheets, envelopes, etc. will be accepted. 

The applications must be postmarked no later than the deadline date.  They may also be hand-delivered to the SEMAC office on or before the deadline date. 

DEFINITIONS

What is a fiscal agent?

A fiscal agent is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization that receives SEMAC grant monies manages the financial aspects of the project on behalf of a group that does not have tax-exempt status.  Your fiscal agent must be based in Minnesota; it may be an arts or social services organization, school, city or government agency.

What does in-kind mean?

In-kind refers to non-cash donations of goods and services.  On both Project Budget forms, under In-Kind Expenses, you may include the fair market value of donated goods and services given to you at reduced or no cost, for which others would have to pay.  Do not include donations that your group makes to itself, such as reuse of project materials already on hand.  Do not include the value of services that your group your group generally considers volunteer services, such as board members’ time or the services of volunteer actors, ushers  ticket takers and others usually not paid.  Do not include items that are always free of charge to people in your community, such as cable access equipment and community space.

What determines a project’s earliest start date?

The conceptualization of a project may have begun at any time in the past, but the public aspect of a project must not take place until at least 60 days after the grant deadline.

What is an ADA plan?

ADA refers to the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act.  This federal law made access to cultural programs and services for persons with disabilities a civil right.  In the spirit of that law, SEMAC believes that the receipt of public money obligates its grant recipients to ensure that people with disabilities can fully participate in and enjoy arts activities.  One approach to understanding the many ways a group can become more accessible is to develop an ADA access plan.  Such a plan serves to assess the accessibility of an organization’s programs, services, and facilities and define strategies for improvement.  For assistance, contact “Very Special Arts Minnesota” at 1-800-801-3883, e-mail:  mn@vsarts.org, or MN State Council on Disability at 651-296-4018, e-mail:  admin.dd@state.mn.us.

Original Works Grant Guidelines


Deadline:  February 1


Emerging Artist - Maximum Amount $1,000


Established Artist – Maximum Amount $2,000


 • No Match Required
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